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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS PFOR IC UK 

SUBJECT: ICELAND-UK FISHERIES DISPUTE: INITIAL COMMENT ON 
DIPLOMATIC BREAK 

1 . COMMENTS BY GOVERNMENT AND PARTY LEADERS ON YESTERDAY'S GOI 
DECISION TO BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH UK GENERALLY STRESSED 
THAT MOVE WAS UNAVOIDABLE IN LIGHT OF BRITISH BEHAVIOR IN 
FISHERIES DISPUTE. HOWEVER, TONE OF COMMENT REFLECTED SOME SENSE 
OF LET-DOWN NOW THAT STEP HAD ACTUALLY BEEN TAKEN. 

2. PRIME MINISTER GEIR HALLGRIMSSON CITED AS REASONS FOR BREAK 
INCURSIONS OF UK FRIGATES, REPEATED RAMMINGS OF ICELANDIC VESSELS, 
AND BRITISH FISHING IN CONSERVATION ZONES. PRIMEMIN TOLD PRESS 
THAT IN 14 DAYS SINCE UK LAST RESUMED ITS TACTICS, SYG LUNS 
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WITHOUT SUCCESS. THEREFORE, NO ALTERNATIVE REMAINED BUT TO 
PROCEED WITH BREAK, SAID PRIMEMIN. 

3. FONMIN EINAR AGUSTSSON SAID IN INTERVIEW THAT BREAK IN 
RELATIONS WAS STEP GOI WAS FORCED TO TAKE AS RESULT OF UK 
ACTION. THERE HAD LONG BEEN FULL JUSTIFICATION FOR BREAK, 

FONMIN SAID, BUT GOI HAD DELAYED WHILE NATO SOUGHT TO GET 
NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED. NOW IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THERE IS NO BASIS 
FOR NEW TALKS AND NO LONGER REASON TO DELAY SEVERING RELATIONS. 
FONMIN SAID IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHAT NEXT STEP WOULD BE. 
ASKED IF RECALL OF AMBASSADOR TO NATO OR ACTION INVOLVING 
KEFLAVIK BASE CAME INTO PICTURE, AGUSTSSON SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
VARIOUS TALK OF SUCH STEPS BUT THAT CABINET HAD TAKEN NO 
DECISIONS. 

4. SDP CHAIRMAN BENEDIKT GRONDAL SAID BRITISH MUST HAVE REALIZED 
THAT THEIR ACTIONS WOULD BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY BY ICELAND AND THAT 
BREAK IN RELATIONS, WHILE GRAVE STEP, WAS INEVITABLE WHEN UK 
FAILED TO CHANGE TACTICS DESPITE GOI WARNINGS. LIBERALS AND 
LEFTISTS CHAIRMAN MAGNUS TORFI OLAFSSON SAID DIPLOMATIC BREAK 
HAD LONG BEEN IN CARDS, THOUGH HE DID NOT THINK IT WOULD PRODUCE 
ANY CHANGE IN BRITISH BEHAVIOUR. PEOPLES ALLIANCE, WHICH HAS 
BEEN DEMANDING IMMEDIATE BREAK FOR WEEKS, LARGELY IGNORED IT 
WHEN IT CAME. 
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